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_ DARTH MAUL 


_ Book I, Part 15 


Darth: Maul’ s Tamant) rE revenge | against. the Jedi j is 
‘close at hand. Although, his Sith master — the. 
» mysterious | Darth Sidious — has commanded Maul to be 
_- patient. But Maul’ Ss. seething rage cannot - ‘be. 
= contained. =. oo: a 
Maul has discovered that a Jedi Padawan has been _ 
Soe captured by the Xrexus. Cartel. The. Padawan is to be 
ae “auctioned off to the highest bidder in ‘short order. 
Ignoring. his. master’ 's. orders ‘to avoid the Jedi at all 
costs, Maul sets out to find this Padawan dediahs the 


tis of her order do the same. 


~ He “must por in. “secrecy, ‘though, ‘for. it ‘Sidious 
discovers his. disobedience, ‘the — will be 
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THIS IS A PLACE 
OF SECRETS-- 
MYSTERIES AS DEEP 
AS SPACE ITSELF. 


2 

MANY COME 

HERE TO LIE 
LOW... 


TO SEEK SANCTUARY > 
IN A PLACE WHERE a) 
EVERYONE HAS 

SOMETHING To WIDE. > 


OTHERS COME TO 


UNCOVER THESE Toserer | 
HIDDEN TRUTHS... UNDERSTAND THAT 
WHICH THEY WERE o| 
a, NOT MEANT TO aes 3 
. KNOW AT ALL. ; 


© IF YOU ARE 
| WILLING TO PAY Bee 
jj) WITH YOUR LIFE. 


THAT IS A PRICE 
A I AM UNWILLING 
4 TO MEET. 


oii 


i 


MY LIFE ENDS ONLY 
WHEN MY RAGE HAS 
BEEN VENTED... 
__WHEN MY NEED 
FOR VENGEANCE 
IS SATISFIED. : 


IT WILL BEA 
LONG LIFE. 


AND OH 
SO COLD. 


= SEE HERE, isl WHEN SOMEONE COMES 
seeee| SON. YOU CAN LOOKING FOR INFORMATION, 
\ ALWAYS TELL, THERE’S A SUBTLE SHIFT 
YES? IN THE AIR. 


7 YOU'LL COME TO 
KNOW IT WELL. THERE 
ARE ALWAYS PEOPLE 
LOOKING TO TRADE IN 

CONFIDENCES... 


ND IT’S 
NEVER 
4 IT. 


afl 
ALMOST 
WORT! 


( WHAT'S THAT NOW? IS THAT A 
|\ NAME? BECAUSE I'VE NEVER 
~ HEARD IT BEFORE. 


aq THAT A FELLOW \ 
\ ZABRAK 


~{ I MEANT 
NO HARM, 
FRIEND. 


. Att ; VEY _siBUT You've 
ay == \ ete YY COME TO THE WRONG \ 
yee > 


= a 


PLACE. MY CUSTOMERS 
QUESTIONS. 


PERHAPS IT 
1S BEST IF YOU 
JUST LEFT...QUIETLY... 
Bron GY GET 


\ 

LISTEN, YOU DON'T COME IN WE KNOW WHAT XEV XREXUS IS UP \ 
HERE SAYING THAT NAME — TO, YEAH, AND WE AIN’T SAYING 
UNLESS YOU'RE LOOKING A. NOTHING ABOUT IT TO THE 
FOR TROUBLE. ~ LIKES OF YOU. ONLY 


PEOPLE ASKING 
QUESTIONS LIKE 
4 THAT ARE 
JEDI. 


j 1S THAT 
WHAT YOU ARE-- 
SOME SORT 
OF JEDI 
LACKEY? 


IN TRUTH, I 
EXPECTED THESE 
FOOLS TO REMAIN 

SILENT. 


1 HAVE — 
OTHER MEANS 1 


OF GATHERING 
INTEL. 


ME SOME DISTRACTION » pad 


IF NOT ANSWERS. 


INSTINCTIVELY, 
I REACH FOR MY 
LIGHTSABER. 


WITH IT IN HAND, THE BATTLE 
WOULD END ALMOST AS 
SOON AS IT HAD BEGUN. 


TO IGNITE THE 
LIGHTSABER WOULD 
BE TO REVEAL MY 
TRUE NATURE. 


BUT I LOATHE ONLY 
ONE THING MORE 
THAN THE URGED: 


THIS MOON AND ITS 
SECRET-KEEPERS OWE 
ME NO LOYALTY. 


Fe THE PUNISHMENT 
MY MASTER WOULD WOULD BE SEVERE. 


Se LEARN OF MY 
Se DISOBEDIENCE. 


NOT SO 
TOUGH NOW, 
ARE YOU? 


THAT TOOK SHOULDA 
THE FIGHT OUT KNOWN BETTER 
F HIM. THAN TO LOOK OL’ 


SHOULDA 
KNOWN BETTER DiRT At aee . 


LOOKING FOR 
TROUBLE. 


} 
Now 
£4 | YOU'RE GONNA 
ey WA Sour THROUGH / 
Noe > 
— LaeM THAT HORNED 


HEAD OF-- 


v7. oa he 


KILLED DIRTY 
as cALGRIZ! 
\% i; 


br ‘ , cr 


DON'T . 


\ WATTER! 
Ls FRY HIM 
WHERE HE 

STANDS! J 


THANK 
YOU FOR THE 
HELP. 


ALTHOUGH 
YOU COULD 
HAVE STEPPED IN 
EARLIER. 


IT LOOKED 
LIKE YOU HAD 
MATTERS WELL 

IN HAND. 


I’D WAGER 
YOU COULD HAVE 
GOTTEN YOURSELF 

OUT OF THAT LITTLE 
JAM...WITH OR 
WITHOUT MY 
HELP. 


BUT THOSE 
KILLS ARE STILL 
GOING ON 
YOUR TAB. 


VORHDEILO. 


IN THE GALAXY. 


NE 

ANOTHER TIME, 
; ANOTHER PLACE...I 
$ MIGHT HAVE TESTED 
3 Z__NY METTLE. 


vee TE : 


FOR NOW, THOUGH, 
INEED THEM. 


GET READY 
TO PUT A 
SMILE ON THAT 
TATTOOED 


FACE OF 
YOURS. 


“NEGOTIATED” 
PASSAGE AND 
AN INVITATION TO 
THE LITTLE PARTY 
XEV XREXUS IS 
THROWING. 


NO TIME 
FOR A SNACK, 
VORHDEILO. 


I'M PICKING UP 
SOME TROUBLING 
TRANSMISSIONS. 


AND THEIR 
INVESTIGATION 
SEEMS A LITTLE 
TOO CLOSE TO 

OURS FOR 

COMFORT. 


, FIGURED 
THEY’D SHOW UP THEY’RE 
SOONER OR BOUND TO HEAR 
R ABOUT THIS LITTLE 
ALTERCATION. 


WON'T BE 
LONG BEFORE THEY 
COME SNIFFING 
AROUND. 


WHAT 
SAY WE MAKE 
OURSELVES 

SCARCE? 


“HER LITTLE 


' 6, “AND SHE'S 
SHINDIG’S TAKING 
PLACE OUTSIDE ‘ ; s€ ARRANGED SEVERAL 


REPUBLIC SPACE... 


CHASING THEIR TAILS.” 


BUT WE'VE GOT HEY--YOUR SPY 
AN INVITATION ‘i DROIDS DISCOVERED 
TO THE REAL 0! THIS FREIGHTER. 


DEAL. 
YOU GONNA 
DOUBT YOUR 
OWN TECH THE WAY 
YOU'RE DOUBTING 
ME AND 
MINE? 


THE SHIP 

BELONGED TO 
THE HADDREX J 
GANG. 4 


oY _—*THEY DIDN'T 

TAKE KINDLY TO OUR 
GENTLE REQUEST FOR 
PASSAGE TO XEV’S 
HIDEOUT. 


SO WE 
ASKED A 
LITTLE MORE 
FORCEFULLY. 


OH, DEAR! AW! YOU 
PLEASE! % GOT HERE TOO 
SOMEONE Texel: SOON! 


SOMEONE 
CALL THIS LITTLE \ STUBBORN! 
BEAST OFF! 


TROO-TRIL-TEK...CALLED 

"“TEK-TEK” BY HIS FRIENDS... 

—“' 1S THE LAST MEMBER OF CAD 
: BANE’S GROUP. 


ben| A SABOTEUR AND 
= DROID SPECIALIST. 


oO 
WY | HE TAKES A 
} LITTLE TOO MUCH 
- JOY IN HIS WORK. 
4 
le oy a5 
Ned " 


ISN'T 

QUITE READY TO 

TELL US WHAT 
WE WANT. 


aba 


YES, OF 
COURSE. 


YOU WANT THE LOCALE OF 
THE AUCTION XEV XREXUS 
1S HOLDING, AS WELL AS 

THE VERIFICATION 
CODES REQUIRED TO 
ATTEND THE EVENT. 


BUT I DO NOT HAVE 
THE INFORMATION 
YOU WANT. 


DROID-- 
WHAT IS YOUR 
DESIGNATION? 


DO YOU 
KNOW WHAT MY 
ASSOCIATES AND 
I WANT? 


FEE-BEE. 


I AM FE-B3. 
MY MASTERS... 


-MY...UHM.... 
=a FORMER 
MASTERS... 


.-CALLED 
ME FEE-BEE. jp 


PERHAPS 
YOU SIMPLY 
DO NOT 
REMEMBER. 


PERHAPS 
YOU NEED YOU MUST 


SOMETHING TO UNDERSTAND. 


ae MY ROLE UPON 
. THE SHIP IS TO 
SIMPLY ACT AS 
TRANSLATOR-- 


CONSIDER IT A GIFT HE RECENTLY SHOWED ME JUST 

FROM A DEAD HOW UNSETTLING IT CAN BE TO 
FRIEND. Ls HAVE YOUR EYESIGHT STRIPPED ALL RIGHT. 
FROM YOU. ALL RIGHT. 


PLEASE, 
NO MORE. 


I'LL TELL YOU 
WHAT YOU WANT 
TO KNOW. 


© 
PERHAPS 
YOU'LL FIND 
THIS TO BE A 
BLESSING. 


YOU WILL 
NOT BE ABLE 
TO SEE WHAT 

TEK-TEK DOES 
> TO YOU. 


I 


OUR 
INVITATION 
HAS BEEN 
ACCEPTED. 


I SUSPECTED 
AS MUCH 
7 WHEN WE WEREN'T 
A VAPORIZED ON 


THE SPOT. 


YOU DID 
seg ; 


AS A REWARD, PERHAPS 


YOU'LL CONSIDER 
JETTISONING ME INTO 
SPACE BEFORE YOU 
DISEMBARK. 


DON'T 
BE SUCH A 
PESSIMIST, 

DROID. 


YOU'RE 
COMING 
WITH US. 


4 


NOWHERE 
NEAR DONE 
WITH YOU. 


BUT THAT 
DOESN‘T MEAN WE 
WON'T GET RICH IN 

THE PROCESS. 


THERE'S A 
LOT OF MONEY 
FLOATING AROUND 
THAT SPACE 
STATION. 


IT HAVE A 
BAD FEELING 
ABOUT THIS, 

BANE. 


OUR 
EMPLOYER 
SEEMS CAPABLE 
ENOUGH. 
WHY 


TW DOES HE 
A NEED us? 


ONTO THOSE __ \ 
= SUSPICIONS, AURRA. 
THEY'RE HEALTHY. 
THEY’LL KEEP US 
ALIVE. 


I'VE BEEN 
THINKING OUR 


PATSIES MORE 
THAN ALLIES. 


IS HE, YOU'D 
ANYWAY? THINK HE‘D Jae 
WANT TO BE & 

HERE. 


“MAYBE HE’S STEELING HIS 
COURAGE BEFORE THE 
REAL FUN BEGINS.” 


KNOW THIS 
PLACE, MY | 
APPRENTICE? 2 


I HAVE 
SEEN IT...IN MY 
DREAMS. 


IT WAS HERE 
ON...ON THIS DEAD 
WORLD...THAT THE 
STRUCK A TERRIB 
BLOW AGAINST 
THE SITH. 


MANY OF 
OUR ORDER 
WERE STRUCK 

DOWN. 


ALL 
BECAUSE THEY 
WANTED TO BE 

FREE. 


BREATHE 
IT IN, MY 
APPRENTICE. 
BREATHE IN 
THE ASH OF THE 


EMPIRE THAT CAME / 
BEFORE. } 


a 


< 


~ _.AS THE SITH BEFORE y £¥ 
THIS WAS THE MANTRA Sey ME HAD ENDURED 
ue Pera UNS beta aA 
6 FAR BELOW. | " Y Shee NS ; i 
Galea OLE Be wae octet AND MY ANGER... ae : ' THEIR LIBERTY | ( 
WE'LL FALL. ™ IS RENDERED sacs AS : Ae ae 
\. v £ RENDER ~ FROM THEM... 


MURDEROUS 
JEDI. 


x 
i 


“ MADE STRONGER... 
Me 
vES8 ‘ 


CURSE 
YOU! FIGHT 
ME! 


ete 
rn COWARDS AND 
ASSASSINS... 


ITH 


ih * THES VA Se 
2 ¢ , ‘ _AS : DESERVE THEIR : 
Wie? i Mad RENDERED if REVENGE. 
Ps al > SMALL... Ne > = 
\| LFELTTHE BURN | 
| OF ATHOUSAND | 
CUTS... en 
PON NAT 
, * i 6 


. THE DEATHS 
OF A THOUSAND 
SITH... 


THE JEDI..SO 
PROUD _OF THEIR 
LACK OF EMOTION... 

% 


~ ..ARONICALLY SO 
AFRAID OF THOSE 
WHO SOUGHT A 
DIFFERENT WAY. 


LOOK AROUND, 
BOSS. 


i THERE'S A p 
LOT OF MONEY A 
IN THIS ROOM. MORE |e er g 
THAN A FEW BOUNTIES 


ON MORE TH 
\ FEW HEADS. y 
re MONEY 1S OF ) 
( 


WHAT SAY we ew : 
WY FORGET ABOUT THIS er 
VENDETTA OF YOURS Vf i : 
HAND WORK TOGETHER Zgaammany IF IT WERE, 
I MIGHT NOT BE 
WILLING TO PAY SO 
EXORBITANTLY 
FOR YOUR 
SERVICES. 


WHAT 
HAPPENED TO 
ITS EYES? 


IT DIDN'T 
MIND ITS OWN 
BUSINESS. 


f 


{ARE YOU FEH. IT'S GOING TO HAPPEN 
TRYING TO SOONER OR LATER, DON'T 
START A YOU THINK? 
FIGHT? . : 


{ I SUPPOSE WHENEVER 
sO HE SAYS 


EVENING, 
FRIENDS. 


WELCOME 
TO MY HUMBLE }__ 
ABODE. 


ISEESO 
MANY EAGER 


BUT IF 
YOU HAVE BEEN 
WELCOMED INTO THESE 
HALLS, YOU ARE IN STORE 
FOR A SINGULAR 
DELIGHT. 


RECENTLY, SCAVENGERS IN MY 
EMPLOY STUMBLED UPON A 
REPUBLIC TRANSPORT VESSEL THAT 
HAD BEEN SHOT DOWN BY 
PIRATES. 
We apx= _ ALMOST 
\ 1/4 EVERYONE ON 
| BOARD--INCLUDING 
| THE JEDI KNIGHT 
ESCORT--WAS 
KILLED IN THE 
CRASH. 


BUT 
W THERE wAS 
ONE SURVIVOR... 
AND IT IS THIS 
INDIVIDUAL WHO 
HAS BROUGHT 
YOU HERE 
TONIGHT. 


eS 


FACES AMONG 
(e) 


ELDRA \ PERHAPS NOT AS 
KAITIS. VALUABLE AS A JEDI 
nse. dir OF icin 
PADAWAN. SUCH AS YOURSELVES WILL 
: FIND ALL MANNER OF 


USES FOR A KNIGHT- 4 


IN-TRAINING. 


FOR ONE 
OF YOU...FOR THE 
HIGHEST BIDDER... 
THE RAREST OF 
PRIZES AWAITS. 


I AM YOUR 
HOSTESS-- 
XEV XREXUS--AND 
IT 1S MY HONOR TO 
FACILITATE THIS 

LITTLE SOIREE. 


AS SPEED IS OF THE ESSENCE, WE WILL 
BEGIN AUCTION PROCEEDINGS TONIGHT, 
IN JUST TWO HOURS’ TIME. 6 


UNTIL THEN, MY FRIENDS, 


ENJOY YOURSELVES... AND START a 
CONSIDERING THE POSSIBILITIES xiang 
THAT AWAIT IF YOU ARE THE 
WINNING BIDDER. 
Vey 


HOW DARE 
THEY? 


Si! 


CRIMINALS AND 
CUTTHROATS AND 
PIRATES. 


CERTAINLY, THEY EACH 
HAVE THEIR OWN 
UNSAVORY REASONS 
FOR WANTING THE 
PADAWAN. 


MY MASTER HAS PLANS 
WITHIN PLANS... 


..BUT HIS PREPARATION AND 
PLOTTING...HIS PATIENCE...FLIES 
IN THE FACE OF THE VERY POWER 

THAT FEEDS THE DARK SIDE. 


a\ (ORFS 


BUT NONE 
CAN POSSIBLY 
BE SO PURE 

@ AS MY OWN. 


I CANNOT 
TELL HIM THIS. 


I WOULD NOT 
SURVIVE SUCH 
INSUBORDINATION. 


rs 
~S 


= 


BUT I CAN FIND 
WAYS TO PLACATE 
THE ANGER THAT 
ROILS WITHIN ME... 


..AND MY 
MASTER NEED 
NOT KNOW. 


FOR SO LONG, I 


a __KNOWING THE STIFLING 
“JEDI rRoWTHE, | cee Se 
SHADOWS... te. FELT AS THEIR FREEDOMS 
FROM THEM... _.BUT NEVER 
HAVE I BEEN 
SO CLOSE... 


..SO CLOSE 
TO MY 
ENEMY... 


..SO CLOSE TO 
TASTING MY 
RETRIBUTION... 


AS I 
AM NOW. 


WHO 
ARE YOU 
SUPPOSED 
TO BE? 


To be continued™= 


=DARTH:IMAUL 
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NEXT, 
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